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Read the passages and answer the questions that follow. Then
respond to the writing prompt.

Passage 1

Geocachers Find Hidden Treasures Scattered
About in Montgomery County

by St. John BarnedSmith

 

1 Maryland’s geocaching trail could have you wiggling through a
cave or paddling through the Potomac.

2 At least that’s what Susan Kelley, director of the Maryland
Geocaching Society, found herself doing while exploring Maryland’s
statewide geocaching trail earlier this year.

3 As the Maryland Municipal League debuted its second statewide
treasure hunt on Saturday — called Discovering Maryland MML
Geotrail — Poolesville, Gaithersburg, Rockville and Washington
Grove have created new caches for the new trail.

4 According to Geocaching.com, the hobby is “a worldwide game
of hiding and seeking treasure. A geocacher can place a geocache in
the world, pinpoint its location using GPS technology and then share
the geocache’s existence and location online.”

5 Maryland made news in 2009 when it became the first state in
the nation to create a statewide geocache trail. It stretched through
82 towns and cities, a model emulated in several other states.

6 The Discovering Maryland geotrail will include 49 towns and
cities. The league will reward the first 200 people who find and
record at least 20 geocaches with a commemorative trackable
geocoin. To be eligible, participants must record the location, date
and code of the find in the Official MML Geotrail Passport and post a



picture at each cache. Completed passports must then be mailed to
the MML offices.

7 The city of Gaithersburg — which also participated in the 2009
trail, called the Maryland Geotrail — is contributing its own
geocache and prize to the list this year. The first person to find the
cache will receive two oneday passes to Fitness Zone in the activity
center at Bohrer Park, according to the city. Other prizes such as
water park passes might be added to the Bohrer Park cache.

8 Eleven more caches within Gaithersburg are maintained by
private citizens who had them approved by the city and added to
the trail.

9 “It’s a fun hobby. [Geocaching] is a good way to get outside, get
outdoors,” Kelley said. “It’s taken me to places I would never have
found otherwise.”

10 Kelley said the 82 caches in the first geotrail were visited in
excess of 30,000 times, by several thousand geocachers. Some
geocachers visited more than one cache, she said.

11 Wouldbe geocachers who missed the official launch can access
a list of the trail’s coordinates after registering at
www.geocaching.com.

12 “Having places like Maryland setting up geotours, they’re
basically inviting the global community to come visit Maryland and
have this interactive outdoor adventure where they can learn
something about the history, be educated, learn more about what
Maryland has to offer,” said Bryan Roth, a founder of the site.

13 Connie Yingling, public relations coordinator for the Maryland
Office of Tourism, said the trail gets people out to a number of
Maryland’s tourism destinations.

14 “There’s a definite tourism and economic impact,” she said.

15 Poolesville joined the first geocache trail in 2009, said Cathy
Bupp, a town official who helped set up the town’s cache.

16 The MML “sent us an invitation and we joined up,” she said.



17 They placed decks of cards, Poolesville pens and other trinkets
in the cache. Visitors to the cache replaced them with other objects,
she said.

18 Bupp said she hid the new cache near one of the town’s local
historic sites.

19 About 200 people had visited that first cache so far, she said,
and the town has just added the second one.

20 After visiting the first cache, one geocacher was pleased to have
explored the town, according to comments on a Web site run by the
town: “Poolesville looked a lot different from the last time we were
here. It seems to have a lot of new development. The new Town
Hall is beautiful.”

“Geocachers Find Hidden Treasures Scattered About in Montgomery County” by St. John
BarnedSmith, January 10, 2013. Copyright © 2013, The Washington Post. Used by
permission of the publisher via Copyright Clearance Center. 

Passage 2

Excerpt from “Geocaching Craze Pushes
Officials to Set Guidelines”

by Fredrick Kunkle

 

21 The Fairfax County Park Authority is drawing up guidelines to
accommodate people who participate in geocaching, a freewheeling
form of treasure hunting that relies on global positioning devices to
locate hidden objects in parks and other public places.

22 As geocaching grows in popularity nationwide, county park
officials hope to balance the interests of geocachers with the need
to protect the parks from damage, parks spokeswoman Judy
Pedersen said last week. The geocaching guidelines have been in



the works for several months and are expected to be completed this
fall, she said.

23 “We want to accommodate this activity,” Pedersen said. “We
know it’s been getting popular over the past five years. We think it’s
great. It gets people out in our parks. But we need to have some
restrictions.”

24 Until now, geocachers were required to get written permission
from park managers before placing a cache there, and rules could
vary from park to park. Pedersen said park officials hope to issue
blanket rules that would open up about 100 parks, a quarter of the
parks the authority oversees.

25 The move comes at a time when the National Park Service is
also reviewing its policies on geocaching.

26 Geocaching offers a modern twist on the scavenger hunt.
Participants, known as geocachers, hide objects in public places and
list their coordinates online. Other participants then use Global
Positioning System devices to try to find the caches. These might be
plastic containers buried in the ground or magnetic boxes attached
to a park bench. Often the boxes contain a logbook and trinkets,
such as a key chain or plastic toy.

27 Geocaching etiquette calls for finders to sign the log. If they
take a trinket, they are supposed to leave something behind. There
are other variations, such as a virtual cache that might require a
seeker to find the answer to a question related to a historical site.
Some caches have been put underwater for scuba divers and others
on a mountain ledge. Some caches contain items that are intended
to travel from place to place, such as special tracking tags or a Mr.
Potato Head. Geocachers post the coordinates of new caches and
report their visits on Web sites such as http://www.geocaching.com.

28 GPS technology was developed by the military in the 1960s. It
uses signals from satellites to fix a location on Earth and provide its
latitude and longitude. The devices can be accurate to within six
feet. The first geocache was placed in Oregon in May 2000 after
civilians received access to the satellite signals.

29 William Tobalske, a board member of the Northern Virginia
Geocaching Organization, said there are more than 3,000 caches



within 50 miles of the District, or about twice as many as there
were about two years ago.

30 “It’s a way to get out and see things and do things with people,”
he said. Tobalske, 61, of Reston, said the organization has attracted
428 members since its founding in October. . . .

31 Members of the Northern Virginia geocaching community
welcome the Fairfax park authority’s efforts to collaborate with
geocachers on working out some rules, Tobalske said. Both sides
met in March to discuss guidelines. But Tobalske said there is also
frustration at the officials’ slow pace and a feeling that the county
has been slow to catch on to the widespread interest in geocaching.

32 “It just seems to be taking a long time for them to make up
their minds,” Tobalske said. He also said geocaching is a way of
enjoying the environment and interacting with the outdoors, not
damaging it, and so geocachers strive to leave the land
undisturbed.

33 Pedersen said the park authority’s draft guidelines would
prohibit placing any cache more than 25 feet from an authorized
trail and would require placement near a parking facility to prevent
people from blazing their own trails into wild areas. . . .

34 The draft guidelines would also prohibit geocachers from
attaching anything to a “living or nonliving resource,” such as by
tying a container to a tree. 

35 The National Park Service has also headed in a similar direction.

36 Chick Fagan, acting director of the National Park Service’s Office
of Policy, said geocaching is not illegal in the nation’s parks. But he
said geocachers must obey all park rules, including prohibitions
against digging or otherwise disturbing the environment and
entering sensitive areas that are off limits because they shelter
wildlife or vulnerable plants.

Excerpt from “Geocaching Craze Pushes Officials to Set Guidelines” by Fredrick Kunkle,
September 27, 2007. Copyright © 2007, The Washington Post Company. Used by
permission of the publisher via Copyright Clearance Center.



Writing Prompt

You have just read two passages about geocaching. Write an informational
essay explaining the potential benefits of and drawbacks to geocaching.

Manage your time carefully so that you can

plan your essay and do some prewriting using your scratch paper.

write your essay in the response box in Nextera.

Be sure to

use evidence from both passages.

avoid overrelying on one passage.

Your written response should be in the form of a multiparagraph
informational essay.

Write your essay in the response box in Nextera. Anything you write
that is not in the response box in Nextera will NOT be scored.
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	Anchor Paper 1 
	Packet A Paper 7  
	 
	     Geocaching is a fun activity that encourages people to get outdoors and appreciate their environment; however, it has its drawbacks. The two passages, "Geocachers Find Hidden Treasures Scattered About in Montgomery County" by St. John Barned-Smith and an excerpt from "Geocaching Craze Pushes Officials to Set Guidelines" by Fredrick Kunkle, explore the positives and negatives of geocaching for both geocachers themselves and the environment alike. Although it is fun for those who partake in it, it may no
	     To start, there are many benefits of geocaching for both those who partake in it and the specific towns and cities where caches are located. For example, Susan Kelly, director of the Maryland Geocaching Society, states that geocaching is fun, gets people out of their shell, and allows them to explore places they may never have even heard of: "It's a fun hooby. [Geocaching] is a good way to get outdoors... It's taken me places I would never have found otherwise," (Paragraph 9). This quote shows that geo
	     In contrast to the benefits geocaching has, it also has some drawbacks. For example, passage 2 states that guidelines need to be set in place to protect national parks from damage due to geocaching: "As geocaching grows in popularity nationwide, county park officials hope to balance the interests of geocachers with the need to protect the parks from damage," (Paragraph 22). Geocachers may go off the trails and accidentally hurt the wildlife in an attempt to find a specific cache. Although the geocacher
	     To conclude, geocaching has positives and negatives. It can get people out and about, but it can also cause harm to the environment. It can bring economic development to small towns, but it can also cause unneccesary controversy within a county. As geocaching continues to grow in popularity, it will benefit more people and more towns, but we may also see the actions of geocachers take a toll on the environment that the activity itself depends on. 
	 
	 
	Focus and Organization: 4 
	The response contains a relevant and effective introduction, which assists in setting up this focused and unified paper. This response demonstrates an understanding of the major advantages and disadvantages of geocaching and clearly expresses this in an organized manner. The first body paragraph focuses on the benefits of geocaching, followed by evidence and analysis. The second body paragraph contrasts, giving the drawbacks of geocaching, citing evidence and analysis. The conclusion is effective and ties b
	 
	Development: 4 
	The response uses well chosen, relevant and sufficient evidence from both stimuli to thoroughly develop the topic. The response presents a clear, accurate and insightful understanding of the task, topic and stimuli. The writer develops the idea of the drawbacks of geocaching, by successfully synthesizing their own understanding, as well as using quotes from the passage in body paragraph two (“although the geocachers have no malicious intent, they can disturb the plants and animals within the parks”) Overall
	 
	Language: 4 
	The response has a consistent and sophisticated command of precise language and domain specific vocabulary (Geocaching can be both beneficial and detrimental, geocachers have no malicious intent). The response demonstrates syntactic variety and varied transitions to connect the reader’s thoughts and ideas. 
	 
	Conventions: 4 
	The response demonstrated a sophisticated command of grade level conventions. The use of parenthetical citations (paragraph 9), (paragraph 22), and the use of semi-colons and punctuating quotations are also done correctly. The response contained very few errors.  
	 
	 
	  
	Anchor Paper 2 
	Packet A Paper 13  
	 
	     Geocaching is a fun activity to help get people out and about in their communities. Geocaching is when a person places objects and a log book in a container and then hides it. After hiding it, the coordinates of the box are posted online, and a GPS is used to find the boxes. There are many different terrains in which containers are hidden, in an effort to appeal to different people's interests. Geocaching is beneficial because it is a great source of exercise, but it can also cause damage to the enviro
	     Exercise is extremely important in the daily life of a human, but it is often boring. This is why activities, like geocaching, have become a thing. Geocaching has you going all over the place and walking on various trails to find the boxes. The containers could be anywhere, so you get quite a bit of exercise. Some of the most popular hiding places are on trails. According to Passage 1, "Maryland's statewide geocaching trail..." (2). The trail is so expansive that it covers an entire state. This is a wo
	     For every good thing, there is also a bad consequence that comes with it. With geocaching, that consequence is damage to the environment. There are guidelines to where you can place boxes while participating, but not everybody abides by them. It is stated in Passage 2 that, "As geocaching grows in popularity nationwide, county park officials hope to balance the interests of geocachers with the need to protect the parks from damage..." (22). Preventative measures are being taken to help preserve the for
	     Geocaching is beneficial to the members of states that participate in it, but it can also affect the quality of the environment. Obesity is a large problem in America, since smartphones play such a big role in people's lives, and geocaching is a fun activity to get people up and moving. Another major problem, not necessarily in the United States, is deforestation. Geocaching can cause damage to the environment as people make an effort to hide the containers. People have to be extremely careful not to d
	  
	 
	 
	  
	Focus and Organization: 4 
	The response contains a relevant and effective introduction and thought provoking conclusion, (Many people do not realize that actions have consequences). The response creates a unified whole using effective organizational strategies and has a clear, precise thesis statement, (Geocaching is beneficial because it is a great source of exercise, but it can also cause damage to the environment). The writing effectively clarifies relationships among the ideas to create cohesion. The essay responds to the prompt 
	 
	Development: 4 
	The response utilizes well chosen, relevant and sufficient evidence from both stimuli. The writer uses insight by using evidence from the passages and then elaborates on it with their own thoughts and ideas.  They go beyond what the passages say and bring in their own interpretation. (Exercise is extremely important in the daily life of a human, but it is often boring), (…phones are forgotten and geocaching happens), (Preventive measures are being taken to help preserve the forests in an effort to stop the 
	 
	Language: 4 
	The response uses consistent and sophisticated, higher level language and domain specific vocabulary (there are many different terrains; In an effort to appeal to different people’s interests; But not everybody abides by them; deforestation) The writing has a consistent and sophisticated command of syntactic variety and utilizes appropriate transitions. A formal tone and style are maintained throughout the paper.  
	 
	Conventions: 4 
	The response demonstrates a consistent and sophisticated command of grade level conventions. Quotations are cited correctly and there is proper use of ellipses. Grammar, punctuation and spelling are consistent. 
	 
	 
	  
	Anchor Paper 3 
	Packet D Paper 1  
	 
	     Geocaching, a form of scavenger hunt that uses GPS, is becoming more popular than ever. This new form of entertainment leads many people to the outdoors, and this hobby might keep them there too. However, it is not without its drawbacks, as many worry that the hobby can damage the environment. 
	     According to the first passage, geocaching can create more interest in small towns and even educate the public on a variety of things, such as history. This can boost the economy, and even help with public awareness. Besides that, "'It's a fun hobby. [Geocaching] is a good way to get outside, get outdoors,' Kelley said. 'It's taken me places I would have never found otherwise.'" It seems to get an increasingly sedentary and for lack of a better word, indoors focused generation outside and moving. It ca
	       The second passage points out the various flaws with geocaching. If done in sensitive areas, it can destroy delicate flora and fauna. Although unmentioned, these areas are usually at high altitudes which would pose problems for some geocachers anyways. They do acknowledge that it is not without its benefits, but stress that responsibility is important. They have a multitude of common sense guidelines such as not attaching the geocache to a tree. They also acknowledge that geocachers already strive to
	        Although not without its drawbacks, anyone will readily admit that geocaching can be good thing. It helps people discover small towns and the outdoors, and is just a fun hobby. With the right regulations it is a great thing for everyone. 
	 
	 
	  
	Focus and Organization: 4 
	Although this response is short in length, it clearly expresses concise thoughts and ideas from beginning to end. The response contains an effective introduction and conclusion. It also clarifies relationships among their ideas. There is a strong use of synthesis and paraphrasing that aids in the organization of this response (Outdoor hobby: benefits discussed are seeing new places, getting outdoors and exercising) (Damage to the environment: if done in sensitive areas, it can destroy delicate flora and fau
	 
	Development: 3 
	The response utilizes relevant and sufficient evidence from the stimuli to adequately develop the topic. The response demonstrated a sufficient understanding of the topic, task and stimuli. The evidence is synthesized (combined ideas or elements to form a connection) and some evidence is paraphrased. The writing offers an idea, then a quote, then some analysis to strengthen their position in both body paragraphs. The response needed additional elaboration on the evidence, to elevate the Development score to
	 
	Language: 4 
	The use of consistent, sophisticated and precise language along with a domain specific vocabulary, aid in the score of 4 in this domain. The description of a sedentary generation and discussing the flora and fauna in nature, add to the sophistication in language in this response.  
	 
	Conventions: 4 
	The response has a consistent and sophisticated command of grade level conventions. There are no issues with spelling, usage, punctuation or grammar. The use of a quote with in a quote citation is done correctly, and is considered a higher level convention skill.  
	 
	 
	  
	Anchor Paper 4 
	Packet A Paper 24 
	 
	Geocaching is a game or hobby that is a large scale game of hiding and seeking treasure or scavenger hunt. The game is played when a geocacher places a geocache somewhere, pinpoints its location with GPS technology, and then share the location online so others can search for it. The "treasures" geocachers find may include things like logbooks, or keychains and other small trinkets. Also, some may involve virtual ones that requires the geocacher to find an answer about the historical site. This game has been
	 
	One if the benefits this game offers is that is is a good way to get people outside. Accordin to Kelley from passage one, "'It's taken me to places I would never have found otherwise.'" This new hobby has lead people to travel. Accoring to Passage 2, the text states, "Tobalske said, 'Geocaching is a way of enjoying the environment and interacting with the outdoors.'" This means that geocachers are walking outdoors, into the environment to participate in an activity. Another benefit is that it increases the 
	 
	Of course, with this new hobby, there are some drawbacks. Passage 2, an expert from "Geocaching Craze Pushes Officials to Set Guidelines", describes in detail how geocaching is causing a harmful effect. The parks want to accommodate this activity, but due to its popularity, they have to create restricitions. According to Passage 2, the text states, " Pedersen said the part authority's draft guidelines would prohibit placing any cache more than 25 feet from an authorized trail and would require placement nea
	 
	The two passages "Geocachers Find Hidden Treasures Scattered About in Montgomery County" and excerpt from "Geocaching Craze Pushes Officials to Set Guidelines" describe ways that geocaching is a beneficial and detrimental activity. The activity encourages poeple to go outside, get into nature, and hopefully, not disturb the environment.  
	 
	 
	 
	Focus and Organization: 4 
	The response contains a very detailed, effective introduction and a strong conclusion. The response utilizes effective organizational strategies to create a unified whole. The use of a detailed introduction, two body paragraphs, and an effective conclusion, all aid in the organization of this response. This response demonstrates a clear flow of ideas.  
	 
	Development: 3 
	The response uses evidence and details from both passages. The response is adequately developed and evidence is accurately explained. The response needed additional elaboration and explanation, in order to raise the development score. There was a clear understanding of the topic, task and stimuli. The analysis is a little light and borders on simply making a statement after each quote, but is enough to be considered an adequate response.  
	 
	Language: 3 
	The response demonstrates a consistent command of precise language. The response utilizes a consistent command of syntactic variety and an appropriate use of transitional words and phrases (Also, According to passage one/two, Of course, The text states).  
	 
	Conventions: 4 
	The response demonstrates a consistent and somewhat sophisticated command of grade level conventions. The essay uses a colon and the correct punctuation when citing quotes.  
	 
	 
	  
	Anchor Paper 5 
	Packet D Paper 19  
	 
	Geocaching can benefit something as well as have drawbacks to certain things. In the articles, Geocachers Find Hidden Treasures Scattered About in Montgomery County, written by John Barned-Smith and, Geocaching Craze Pushes Officials to Set Guidelines, written by Fredrick Kunkle the drawbacks and benefits of Geocaching are shown pretty well. In, Geocachers Find Hidden Treasures Scattered About in Montgomry County, geocaching is beneficial to their society because it gets their citizens out more and makes th
	     Geocaching also has it drawbacks though and could hurt the environment because of the peoples actions. When people place caches on trees and blaze their own tracks into the wild that is one drawback of geocaching because it involves people placing things into a beautiful environment and ruining it."Pedersen said the park authority's draft guidelines would prohibit placing any cache more than 25 feet from an authorizeed trail and would require placement near a parking facility to prevent people from bla
	If people started making their own trails into wild areas then they could damage those areas and hurt the wildlife living in those areas. This is a drawback because if the wildlife and their environment get hurt then there truley won't really be anywhere to place a cache and to enjoy while placing the cache.  
	      In conclusion, Geocatching can have its benefits but it can also have its drawbacks. In the first article geocaching is very beneficial to the society and the environment of a town called Poolesville. While in the second article it is helpful but still has drawbacks that keep it from completely being helpful. Geocaching is able to bring a society up and help its environment but it is also able to being its to far up and hurt the environment which is why it is beneficial yet has drawbacks.  
	 
	 
	 
	  
	Focus and Organization: 3 
	The response contains a relevant introduction although there is an awkward/vague thesis statement (Geocaching can benefit something as well as have drawbacks to certain things). The response organizes the essay by introducing the passages and the topic. The writing clarifies most relationships among the ideas by explaining the benefits(advantages) and drawbacks(disadvantages) of geocaching. This response is considered adequate in both Focus and Organization.  
	 
	Development: 3 
	The response utilizes evidence and details from both passages, but does not connect or explain the evidence, insightfully. The writing includes a statement, offers a quote from the passages and then has some detailed analysis. The writing adequately and accurately explains the evidence provided. The response does demonstrate a sufficient understanding of the task, topic and stimuli.  
	 
	Language: 3 
	The response demonstrates a consistent command of precise language and domain specific vocabulary (geocaching can be beneficial to a society and its environment). Consistent command of syntactic variety is present along with some transitional words and phrases (In the first article, While in the second article, In conclusion). 
	 
	Conventions: 3 
	The response demonstrates a consistent command of grade level conventions. A few usage errors are present (possible/possibly, cause/because, bring it up/Improve). The occasional errors do not interfere with meaning. 
	 
	 
	  
	Anchor Paper 6 
	Packet C Paper 14  
	 
	Geocaching, espically in Maryland, is an activity that had had immense ammounts of popularity growth starting in 2009 when it, "became the first state in the nation to create a statewide geocache trail." So far, thousands of geocachers looking for a good time have followed the Discovering Maryland Trail and have followed the trail including 49 towns and cities.  What keeps the people so intertained you may ask? Well, to kick it off, "the league will reward the first 200 people who find and record at least 2
	  
	One example of these drawbacks includes the damage and detruction of parks, due to the absense of restrictions.  While geocaching is not illegial in the nation's parks, some geocachers have not obeys rules and have disturbed the current enviiroment.  Spokeswoman Judy Peterson said, "The goecaching guidelines have been in the works for several months and are expected to be completed this fall," thanks to Peterson, people concerned with the well being of the parks are informed that rules are being come up wit
	  
	While the damage to parks is something to keep in mind, one can not overlook the fun times people are having while geocaching.  One supporter, Susan Kelley explained that "Geocaching is a good way to get outside, get outdoors," "Its taken me I never would have found otherwise." Geocaching also gives people an excuse to visit fun tourist attractions and look at the amazing country they live in.  An examole of this is when a certain geocacher came across the town of Poolesville reported that, "Poolseville loo
	 
	 
	  
	Focus and Organization: 3 
	The response demonstrates an adequate organizational strategy. The introduction is relevant and at times uses an informal tone. The thesis statement and conclusion aid in the organization of this paper. The writing clarifies most relationships among ideas, however there are some gaps in cohesion.  
	 
	Development: 3 
	The response utilizes relevant and sufficient evidence from both passages to adequately develop the topic. The writing explains what most of the quotes mean, instead of elaborating on them, although there are examples of the writer adding some of their own analysis. The response does understand the positive and negative aspects of geocaching. 
	 
	Language: 3 
	The response demonstrates a consistent command of language and domain specific vocabulary, (the hobby has a fun feature that allows geocachers to add something to the box and leave a little piece of them behind; Geocaching is an encouraged hobby, so long as the health of the national Parks stay in mind). There is a consistent command of syntactic variety as well.  
	 
	Conventions: 3 
	The writing demonstrates a consistent command of grade level conventions. The writing contains several misspelled words, (espically, ammounts,intertained, detruction, enviiroment,wether,examole) and there are comma errors. These occasional errors do not significantly interfere with meaning. 
	 
	 
	  
	Anchor Paper 7 
	Packet B Paper 18  
	 
	The Hidden Treasures of Geocachers. Aren't you amazed by this cool hobby of finding treasures around different cities? But, what if your at risk of danger too, would you be amazed then? This articles main focus will be on the pros and the cons of being a Geocacher. In the end what would you decide to be? 
	 
	One pro example of being a Geocaher is being able to find treasures around cities. It sounds fun right? There are many Geocachers in the world, and they enjoy their hobby. The first Geocache trail stretched throuhg 82 towns and cities. Also many people love these interesting trails. So you have a hobby you love, and you get paid with water park passes and other cool things. This must be heaven on earth. 
	 
	One con example of being a geocacher is the danger of other people waanting to fo it to. It can sometimes damage the parks. The parks are being damaged so badly that they had to set official guidlines or rules in place for people to follow, because they couldn't conduct themselves in an orderly manner. Also some of the places that these treasures are being hidden can be very dangerous. For example, they hide many treasures with trinkets inside them underwater! Scubadivers mainly get them, but what if a very
	 
	In conclusion, there are alot of awesome things that you can do as a geocacher. But you also need to be cautious, and keep yourself safe because you never know what could happen. There may be free waterpark passes, toys and other cool things involved, but none are more valuable than your life. So please be safe.  
	 
	 
	  
	Focus and Organization: 3 
	The response demonstrates adequate organizational strategies.  The writing has a relevant introduction using a rhetorical question, followed by a thesis statement. The use of an introduction, two body paragraph and a conclusion, aid in the focus and organization of this response. The writing clarifies most relationships among ideas, but there are some gaps in cohesion. The essay has an inaccurate conclusion in stating that geocaching is not safe.  
	 
	Development: 2 
	The development is more of an attempt due to no analysis being drawn. The evidence is partially developed and is somewhat inaccurate in the explanation. There is a topic sentence in body paragraph’s one and two, followed by a statement, with no analysis or elaboration. Body paragraph two contains an inaccuracy regarding scuba divers and geocachers not being able to swim (these scattered treasures are basically accidents waiting to happen). 
	 
	Language: 2 
	The response demonstrates an inconsistent command of precise language.  The writing establishes, but inconsistently maintains a formal style of writing. There is an informal tone in the writing due to simplistic vocabulary and language (pros and cons/benefits and drawbacks) 
	The use of basic transitional words, add to the inconsistent command of language. 
	 
	Conventions: 3 
	The response demonstrates a consistent command of grade level conventions. The occasional minor errors do not significantly interfere with meaning.  
	 
	 
	  
	Anchor Paper 8 
	Packet A Paper 3  
	 
	Around 3,000 caches have been used in a 50 mile range of Nothern Virginia (passage 2). Is this too excesive and harsh on the envirment or does this help get people to support parks? Yes and No getting support for parks and getting people outside in the world is important, but having people find and dig for caches could be to harsh for the enevirment.  
	 
	    Having cahces are benifial because it is a way to get outside and has a huge impact on tourists coming to parks. " It's a fun hobby. Geocaching is a way to get outside, get outdoors," Kelly said (passage 1). Having a way to get outside and have fun is crusal in this sociaty because more and more people are not going outside. Also having a way to have fun allows more people to be encouraged to be active. Futher more, "Poolesville joined the firts geocache trail in 2009, said Cathy Bupp, a town offiacal w
	 
	  However, having caches can be dangous to the envirment. For examlpe, Pedersen said. "we know it's been getting popular over the past five years. We think it's great. It gets people out in our parks, But we need restictions" (passage 2). Having restictions is needed to protect nature  from people destroying it. Having restions keeps the balance equal for man and nature. Furthermore, " Guidlines would also prohibit geochaers from attaching anything to a living or non-living resaourse" (passage 2).  
	Without guidlines people could do what ever they wanted to, so it is important to have guidlines and restrictions on harming the envirment.  
	  
	 So in concltuion having caches can be benifital and non- beniftial role in our socity. It is benifial beucase it allows people to go outside and have fun. It is non-benifial becuase it can harm the envirmnet.  
	 
	       
	 
	  
	 
	 
	  
	Focus and Organization: 3 
	The response demonstrates a relevant introduction and a conclusion that responds to the prompt. The introduction contains a thesis statement that sets up the essays plan, which was followed in the body paragraphs. The writing clarifies most relationships among ideas, (support of parks and getting people outdoors and geocaching being dangerous to the environment). The essays use of stating a topic sentence, followed by a quote from the passages, then giving analysis, aid in the focus and organization of this
	 
	Development: 3 
	The response uses relevant and sufficient evidence from the stimuli to adequately develop the topic. The writing shows an understanding of the topic and task by accurately explaining and elaborating on the evidence from both passages. The response addressed the prompt and used relevant evidence throughout the essay, followed by original thought and analysis in body paragraph’s one and two. 
	 
	Language: 2 
	The response demonstrated an inconsistent command of precise language and domain specific vocabulary. The use of basic transitions (also, For example, however and furthermore) and not using them correctly, added to the inconsistent control. An inconsistent control of syntactic variety was also present. The use of, “Yes and No”, in the introductory paragraph, is distracting and not a consistent style in writing.  
	 
	Conventions: 2 
	The response demonstrates an inconsistent command of grade level conventions. There are several incomplete sentences, many misspelled words (excesive, envirment, Nothern, crusal,consumer,offiacal,dangous,concltuion,beniftial) and random capitalization. These errors do significantly interfere with meaning. 
	 
	 
	  
	Anchor Paper 9 
	Packet B Paper 1  
	 
	   Geocaching is basicly a world wide hide and seek for treasure. When you go geocaching you basicly just walk down a trail and it willl lead you somewhere. This place will hopefully have treasure that you can find and  take pictures of. SO thats about it continue reading for more. 
	  A geocacher uses a GPS to pinpoint were he needs to go or were they want to explore. This allows a easier time getting to the place he needs to go with out having to us a compas. They then share this information online. Then other people go and try to look for it. ITs like a never ending cycle find, post ,more people look for it. 
	 
	    Geocaching is basicly a hobby since it doesnt make you any money unless you find treasure then it depends on what the treasure is. As stats in paragraph (9) it will take you places you have never been before. Geocaching makes people ore active and gives them a reason to go outside. Its gotten so big they hope to balance it with the need to protect wildlife park's. This is because they are both related to each other in a way because they both have exploring in them.     To conclude Geocaching is a way to
	 
	   Ok to sum this all up. Geocaching is a hobby that involves sharing location,exploring,and being outdoors. This all also good for youre health. Geographing is done worlwide be cause there is stuff you can do worldwide all around the globe. The end 
	 
	 
	  
	Focus and Organization: 2 
	This response is considered an attempt in Focus and Organization.  There is a limited, informal introduction and an informal conclusion. There is an attempt to use organizational strategies, but ideas are difficult to follow at times. The response attempts to conclude the essay, twice. 
	Body paragraph 3, (to conclude) and in the final paragraph, ( Ok to sum this all up).  
	 
	Development: 2 
	The response demonstrates a partial understanding in development of the topic. The essay understands geocaching is a hobby, but that is the extent of what was understood from the passages. The development is mostly a summary and is not elaborated on enough. Only the first passage is discussed and the writing never mentions the drawbacks of geocaching, thus this is considered an attempt or partial understanding of the topic, task and stimuli. 
	 
	Language: 2 
	The writing demonstrates an inconsistent command of precise language and domain specific vocabulary. There is an inconsistent command of syntactic variety.  Many of the sentences have the same repetitive beginning (Geocaching is, A geocacher, Geocaching, Geocaching is a way). The writing uses an inconsistent formal style and an informal tone. 
	 
	Conventions: 2 
	This response has an inconsistent command of grade level conventions. There are usage errors (were/where, a/an, us/use), fragments and run on sentences all effect the meaning of the response. 
	 
	 
	  
	Anchor Paper 10 
	Packet C Paper 4  
	 
	In passage one and two are telling you how people keep adding up to newer things. Such as in passge one, "Geocachers find hidden treasures scattered about in Montgomery County", tells about how they made pathways to these treasures. Gives you examples of websites to look up on and places you go find them at. Passage two, " Excerpt from "Geocaching craze pushes officials to set guidelines", tells you how in many public places where you could possibly find this treasure. Says how its great to get people out a
	 
	In both passages they compare how by years, days, how many people, and parks how many they are and which year it was done in. Gives you websites to look these activites up. These two passages are incourging people to get out and do something fun, with family and friends. Rules are also said in the two passsages. Saying how parks won't just let you come and dig up things, such as ruining plants, animals homes, and other important things to wildlife. The reason for it is becasue why have a nasty looking park?
	 
	Passage one says, that in Maryland people has discovered geotrails and forty-nine towns in cities while doing this. Passage two talks about how two years ago, three thousand caches was in fifty miles of th district. Both the passges give you details on how things was discovered and now is attracting people to it. Giving good details to tell the public why this is important to them. To show information on the discovering of these things.  
	 
	In passage two, paragragh 36, says " geocaching is not illegal in the nation's parks. but he said geocachers must obey all parks rules, including prohibitions againist digging or otherwise distubing the environment and entering sensitive areas that are off limits because they shelter wildlife or vulnerable plants." In the paragraph it saying how vistiors still must obey rules in the nation's parks no matter it its not illegal or not. In passage one, it doesn't give you anything about not following the rules
	 
	The second passage saying geocaching has been getting popular the past five years. The first passage talks about how Maryland made 2009 became the first state in nation to create a trail for this event. Meanwhile, Maryland was making trails the geocahcer has been coming up for five years now. Though that stretched through 82 towns and cities in other states. Which shows how this got spread fast in the matter of five years.  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	  
	Focus and Organization: 2 
	The response demonstrates a limited organizational strategy. This writing is considered an attempt at organization with limited focus. Ideas are difficult to follow, as the essay jumps back and forth between the two passages, without clarifying any ideas. The first sentence in the introduction is very vague and misleading.  
	 
	Development: 2 
	The response demonstrates a lack of understanding of the topic, task and stimuli. There is no mention of the benefits or drawbacks of geocaching. The writing is mostly summarizing information in the two passages and explaining geocaching. There is a partial understanding of the stimuli, not the task.  
	 
	Language: 2 
	The writing is inconsistent in precise language and domain specific vocabulary. The use of repetitive transitions and beginning each paragraph with, “In passage one, In passage two, In both passages”, add to the weaker score in this domain. 
	 
	Conventions: 2 
	The response demonstrates an inconsistent command of grade level conventions. There is poor sentence structure, with fragments, and missing subjects, adding to the inconsistent command (Gives you examples; Gives you websites; saying how; To show information).  
	 
	 
	  
	Anchor Paper 11 
	Packet D Paper 24  
	 
	benefits and drawbacks of geocaches 
	 Some good potential benefits of having geocaching are for one, it helps save wildlife and save all habitat of all animals that live there. 
	 Some good potential benefits of having geocaching are for one, it helps save wildlife and save all habitat of all animals that live there. 
	 Some good potential benefits of having geocaching are for one, it helps save wildlife and save all habitat of all animals that live there. 

	 another reason is because you have all of these people that would love to see some beautiful sights but cannot travel very long distances, so instead they can go to these geocaches to see all the stunning views. One last reason is because it gives kids and other people the opportunity to see the real world for what it is, not just all of these big cities made from brick and metal and glass, but natural habitats for all kinds of animals and plant life. 
	 another reason is because you have all of these people that would love to see some beautiful sights but cannot travel very long distances, so instead they can go to these geocaches to see all the stunning views. One last reason is because it gives kids and other people the opportunity to see the real world for what it is, not just all of these big cities made from brick and metal and glass, but natural habitats for all kinds of animals and plant life. 

	  A drawback to geocaching is if one thing gets damaged for say a fire then all of this habitat is absolutely parished and done for. and also if people dont listen to authority and take it apon them selves to feed or water any of these animals, they're taking the chance of getting that animal sick, as well as even dropping something on the ground it has the possibility to harm any animal that comes by and picks it up and tries to eat it. 
	  A drawback to geocaching is if one thing gets damaged for say a fire then all of this habitat is absolutely parished and done for. and also if people dont listen to authority and take it apon them selves to feed or water any of these animals, they're taking the chance of getting that animal sick, as well as even dropping something on the ground it has the possibility to harm any animal that comes by and picks it up and tries to eat it. 

	 Ipersonaly like the idea of geocaches it just gives you the ability to see all of the amazing things this worl has to offer, all while being under the protection of the law. 
	 Ipersonaly like the idea of geocaches it just gives you the ability to see all of the amazing things this worl has to offer, all while being under the protection of the law. 


	 
	 
	  
	Focus and Organization: 1 
	The response contains no introduction and no conclusion. There is no organizational structure or strategy to this paper, as it is not written in an essay format. The response fails to clarify any relationships among the ideas. 
	 
	Development: 2 
	The response demonstrates a partial understanding with limited evidence. The response seemed to understand the task by using a subheading at the top of the paper (benefits and drawbacks of geocaches).  The benefits and drawbacks were stated, although the drawbacks are personal knowledge, and there are no direct references to the stimuli. This seemed to be written as more of a personal commentary, than an informational/explanatory essay.  
	 
	Language: 2 
	The response demonstrates an inconsistent command of precise language. There is an attempt at sentence structure due to the use of transitions (One reason, One last reason). 
	 
	Conventions: 1 
	The writing demonstrates a limited command of grade level conventions. Errors include, run on sentences, spelling errors and contraction errors. These errors do impede meaning.  
	 
	 
	  
	Anchor Paper 12 
	Packet A Paper 21  
	 
	geocachers a fun game. you can play all you what to it's free. you can get exsize you get stuff like old coins, and ect. it is very old game and if you find the coin you get 2 free weeks at a park.its a fun hobby to get in to if you like doing them in gaithersburg there was the most participarted trail  
	  
	  
	it's a game where you look for stuff. and you can hide stuff. you have to put the time and where at if you hide something. and some people hide some good stuff so try it you will not be disapntdid  
	 
	 
	 
	  
	Focus and Organization: 1 
	The response contains no relevant introduction or conclusion. There is an unclear organizational structure, with no focus and the writing fails to clarify any relationships or ideas. The response is considered below grade level in all domains. 
	 
	Development: 1 
	The response demonstrates little to no understanding of the topic, task or stimuli. The response inadequately explains the evidence provided and the writing does not provide enough detail to score above a one in any domain. 
	 
	Language: 1 
	The writing contains little to no use of precise language. There are no transitional words or phrases and contains no syntactic variety. 
	 
	Conventions: 1 
	The response demonstrates limited control of grade level conventions and contains numerous errors that seriously impede meaning. 
	 
	 
	 





