
Richard III Essay Assignment 
Choose from the prompts below and write a well-developed essay in response. Your essay will be 
graded holistically on organization, development, use of language, and MLA style and documentation. 

 
From the AP Literature and Composition Exam 1979: 

Choose a complex and important character in a novel or a play of recognized literary merit who might 
on the basis of the character’s actions alone be considered evil or immoral. In a well-organized essay, 
explain both how and why the full presentation of the character in the work makes us react more 
sympathetically than we otherwise might. Avoid plot summary.  
 
 
From the AP Literature and Composition Exam 2002, Form B: 
Often in literature, a character’s success in achieving goals depends on keeping a secret and divulging it 
only at the right moment, if at all. Choose a novel or play of literary merit that requires a character to 
keep a secret. In a well-organized essay, briefly explain the necessity for secrecy and how the character’s 
choice to reveal or keep the secret affects the plot and contributes to the meaning of the work as a 
whole. You may select a work from the list below, or you may choose another work of recognized 
literary merit suitable to the topic. Do NOT write about a short story, poem, or film.  
 
 
From the AP Literature and Composition Exam 2007, Form B: 
Works of literature often depict acts of betrayal. Friends and even family may betray a protagonist; main 
characters may likewise be guilty of treachery or may betray their own values. Select a novel or play that 
includes such acts of betrayal. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze the nature of the betrayal and show 
how it contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. 
 


