Othello Essay Assignment

Choose from the prompts below and write a well-developed essay in response. Your essay will be
graded holistically on organization, development, use of language, and MLA style and documentation.

From the AP Literature and Composition Exam 1979:

Choose a complex and important character in a novel or a play of recognized literary merit who
might on the basis of the character’s actions alone be considered evil or immoral. In a well-
organized essay, explain both how and why the full presentation of the character in the work
makes us react more sympathetically than we otherwise might. Avoid plot summary.

From the AP Literature and Composition Exam 1992:

In a novel or play, a confidant (male) or a confidante (female) is a character, often a friend or
relative of the hero or heroine, whose role is to be present when the hero or heroine needs a
sympathetic listener to confide in. Frequently the result is, as Henry James remarked, that the
confidant or confidante can be as much “the reader’s friend as the protagonist’s.” However, the
author sometimes uses this character for other purposes as well. Choose a confidant or
confidante from a novel or play of recognized literary merit and write an essay in which you
discuss the various ways this character functions in the work.

From the AP Literature and Composition Exam 2016:

Many works of literature contain a character who intentionally deceives others. The character’s
dishonesty may be intended either to help or to hurt. Such a character, for example, may
choose to mislead others for personal safety, to spare someone’s feelings, or to carry out a
crime.

Choose a novel or a play in which a character deceives others. Then, in a well-written essay,
analyze the motives for that character’s deception and discuss how the deception contributes
to the meaning of the work as a whole.



