
Identifying Adverbs and the Words 
They Modify

Identify the adverb or adverbs in each of the following sentences.
Then, give the word or expression that each adverb modifies. If a
sentence does not contain an adverb, write none.

EXAMPLE 1. Have you ever thought about writing a movie script?

1. ever—have thought

1. Successful movie scripts, or screenplays, are written according to a
very rigid formula.

2. The main character and the action of the story must grab an audi-
ence’s interest quickly.

3. Almost exactly twenty-five minutes into the movie comes a “plot
point.”

4. A plot point is a surprising event that swings the story around in
another direction.

5. Most of the action and conflict occurs in the next hour of the movie.
6. Then comes another plot point, about eighty-five minutes into 

the movie.
7. Finally, the audience learns what happens to the characters.
8. The last time I went to a movie I really liked, I checked my watch.
9. It was quite interesting to find that the movie’s timing matched

this formula.
10. Try this test yourself sometime.

Revising Sentences by Using 
Appropriate Adverbs

Revise each of the sentences below by adding at least one appropriate
adverb. Try not to use the adverbs too, so, really, and very.

EXAMPLE 1. Dana, bring me the fire extinguisher!

1. Dana, bring me the fire extinguisher now!

1. Angelo promised me that he would try to meet the train.
2. My coat was torn during the long hike, so Barbara lent me her

plastic poncho.
3. Engineering degrees are popular with students because job oppor-

tunities in engineering are good.
4. The Wallaces are settled into a new house, which they built by

themselves.

Exercise 22

Exercise 21

72 Parts of Speech OverviewChapter 1
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3. Exactly is modified by

Almost and modifies
twenty-five.

5. none

Adverbs will vary.

1. definitely
2. badly

3. particularly

4. comfortably
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Relating to Writing

Before students do Exercises 21 and
22, have them practice using adverbs
by writing free-verse poems about
their favorite holidays. Tell them to
use at least seven adverbs.

Poems will vary greatly, but you may
want to use the following student
poem as an example:

Fourth of July

Rockets scream angrily 
through the sky.

Fireworks explode brightly.

Flags wave proudly.

Crowds cheer wildly.

Trumpets blare loudly.

Drums beat rhythmically.

Then the parade begins.

Relating to Listening

Students might be unaware of how
much the position of an adverb can
affect the meaning of a sentence.
Read the following sentences to the
class. Have volunteers comment on
how the position of only affects the
meaning of each sentence.

1. The teacher only looked at me as I
prepared to give my speech.

2. The teacher looked only at me as I
prepared to give my speech.

3. The teacher looked at me only as I
prepared to give my speech.

[The first sentence indicates that all
the teacher did was look at me. The
second indicates that the teacher
focused her attention on me. The
third tells when the teacher looked
at me.]
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5. When the baseball season begins, I will be attending games 
every day.

6. Ronald dribbled to his left and threw the ball into a crowd of
defenders.

7. Visits to national monuments and parks remind us that our coun-
try has an exciting history.

8. We returned the book to Marcella, but she had planned her report
without it.

9. Georgia O’Keeffe displayed her paintings and received the admira-
tion of a large audience.

10. The recipe calls for two eggs, but I did not have time to buy any at
the store.

Identifying Nouns, Pronouns, Adjectives,
Verbs, and Adverbs

Indicate whether the italicized words in the paragraph below are used
as nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, or adverbs.

EXAMPLE [1] You may know that Brazil is the largest country in South
America.

1. You—pronoun; largest—adjective

[1] My best friend’s mother just came back from visiting her family
in Brazil. [2] She showed us some pictures she took in Brasília, the 
capital, and told us about it. [3] It was amazing to learn that this area
had been jungle until construction
began in the 1950s. [4] At first, few
people lived in Brasília because it was
so isolated. [5] However, over the
years hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple have moved there. [6] Several
other Brazilian cities also lie within
one hundred miles of Brasília.
[7] A number of good highways con-
nect Brasília with other major cities.
[8] Residents enjoy the wide streets
and open spaces that are shown in
this picture. [9] One of Brasília’s most
striking features is its bold architec-
ture. [10] Aren’t the government
buildings at the Plaza of the 
Three Powers fantastic?

Review B

The Adverb 73

5. happily

6. hastily

7. especially

8. already

9. later

10. certainly
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Identifying
Nouns, Pronouns, Adjectives,
Verbs, and Adverbs

A N S W E R S

1. adj./v.

2. pro./adj.

3. adj./n.

4. adj.

5. n./v./adv.

6. adv./n.

7. adj./v.

8. pro./v.

9. pro./adv.

10. n./adj.

Review B
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The preposition, its object, and any modifiers of the object
together form a prepositional phrase. Notice in the following 
examples that modifiers of the object of the preposition can come
before or after the object.

EXAMPLES Joe went to the nearest store. [The noun store is the
object of the preposition to. The adjectives the and nearest
modify the noun store.]

Is she one of those trailing behind? [The pronoun those is
the object of the preposition of. Those is modified by the
participial phrase trailing behind.]

The kitten hopped into the big paper bag that Anita
brought. [The noun bag is the object of the preposition
into. Bag is modified by the adjectives the, big, and paper
and by the subordinate clause that Anita brought.]

Be careful not to confuse a prepositional phrase that begins with

to (to town, to her club) with an infinitive that begins with to (to run, 

to be seen). Remember: A prepositional phrase always has a noun or a

pronoun as an object.

Identifying Prepositions and Their Objects

Identify each preposition and its object in the following sentences.

EXAMPLE 1. I’ve been studying Spanish in school for three years.

1. in—school; for—years

1. Last week, my Spanish class went on a field trip to Monterrey,
Mexico, 140 miles southwest of Laredo, Texas, where we live.

2. Señora Ayala, our teacher, wanted us to practice speaking and
reading Spanish outside the classroom.

3. Everyone was supposed to speak only Spanish during the trip.
4. We first went to the Museo de la Historia Mexicana and saw color-

ful displays of art and crafts and many other cultural exhibits.
5. J. D., Leo, Yolanda, and I looked around the museum and read the

information about each exhibit.
6. Besides the museum, we visited the Barrio Antiguo, a beautiful 

district that dates from the seventeenth century.
7. Later, we decided to go to a restaurant near the Gran Plaza, the 

big square.
8. As Señora Ayala walked among our tables, she listened to us order

our tacos, enchiladas, and frijoles in Spanish.

Exercise 23

N O T E
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Reference Note

For more information
about prepositional
phrases, see page 116.

Reference Note

For more information
about infinitives, see
page 131.

H E L P

Sentences in 
Exercise 23 may have a
compound object of a
preposition.

Identify and use preposi-
tional phrases correctly.
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9. We walked around the Gran Plaza and then went into the 
cathedral, which was completed in the eighteenth century.

10. As we got ready to leave, we chatted in Spanish about all of the
interesting things we had seen.

Using Appropriate Prepositions

Use appropriate prepositions to fill the blanks in the following 
sentences.

EXAMPLE 1. Tasty, fresh lobster is a treat, many diners.

1. Tasty, fresh lobster is a treat, according to many
diners.

1. Lobsters are large, green or gray, bottom-dwelling shellfish that 
live the sea.

2. The people who fish these creatures are hardy and very
determined folk.

3. Using small, specially built boats and a number cratelike
traps made wood, they go to work.

4. Lobster fishing the United States has been practiced only
the last century; before that time people thought lobster 

was not good to eat.
5. For centuries, farmers used the plentiful lobsters as fertilizer

their gardens.
6. To catch lobsters, the fishers first lower traps chunks

bait the sea.
7. Then the fishers mark the location colorful floats that 

identify the owners.
8. If the fishers are lucky, the lobster enters the trap the part called

the kitchen, tries to escape another opening called the shark’s
mouth, and then is trapped the section called the parlor.

9. Fishers call a lobster only one claw a cull; one any claws
is called a pistol or a buffalo.

10. By law, undersized lobsters must be returned the sea.

The Conjunction
1g. A conjunction is a word that joins words or word groups.

A coordinating conjunction joins words or word groups that are used
in the same way.

Exercise 24

The Conjunction 77

1
g

Prepositions may vary.

1. in

2. for

3. of / from

4. throughout / within

5. for

6. with / of / into

7. with
8. by means of / through /

inside

9. with / without
10. to

Identify and use 
conjunctions. Identify
and use coordinating
conjunctions.

1g
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The Conjunction
Rule 1g (pp. 77–79)

O B J E C T I V E

■ To identify and classify conjunctions

The Conjunction
Practice
■ Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics, p. 22

R E S O U R C E SR E S O U R C E S
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EXAMPLES streets and sidewalks [two nouns]

on land or at sea [two prepositional phrases]

Judy wrote down the number, but she lost it. 
[two independent clauses]

Correlative conjunctions are pairs of conjunctions that join 
words or word groups that are used in the same way.

EXAMPLES Both Jim Thorpe and Roberto Clemente were outstanding
athletes. [two proper nouns]

We want to go not only to Ontario but also to Quebec.
[two prepositional phrases]

Either we will buy it now, or we will wait for the next sale.
[two independent clauses]

Neither Mark Twain nor James Joyce won the Nobel Prize
in literature. [two proper nouns]

We should decide whether to stay or to go. 
[two infinitives]

Identifying and Classifying Conjunctions

Identify all the coordinating and correlative conjunctions in the sentences
below. Be prepared to tell which ones are coordinating conjunctions and
which ones are correlative conjunctions.

EXAMPLES 1. For my family and me, moving is both an exciting 
and a dangerous experience.

1. and, both . . . and

2. Neither my father nor I have a sense of our limitations.

2. Neither . . . nor

Exercise 25

Coordinating Conjunctions

and but or nor

for yet so

Correlative Conjunctions

both . . . and not only . . . but also

either . . . or neither . . . nor

whether . . . or

Reference Note

A third kind of conjunc-
tion—the subordinating 
conjunction—is discussed 
on page 151.

T I P S & T R I C K S

You can remember the
coordinating conjunctions
as FANBOYS:

For
And
Nor
But
Or
Yet
So

H E L P

In the first 
example for Exercise 25,
and is a coordinating con-
junction, and both . . . and
is a correlative conjunction.
In the second example,
Neither . . . nor is a correla-
tive conjunction.
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1. When we bought our new house, my mother wanted to hire movers,
but my father and I said we could do the moving more efficiently by
ourselves.

2. We said that doing the job ourselves would be not only much
faster and easier but also far less expensive than having movers do
it for us.

3. Neither my mom nor my brother was enthusiastic, but at last Dad
and I convinced them.

4. Luckily, Uncle Waldo and my cousin Fred volunteered to help, for
they thought it was a great idea.

5. Both Uncle Waldo and Fred lift weights, and they love to show off
their muscles.

6. The rental truck we had reserved wasn’t large enough, so we had to
make several trips.

7. At the new house, we could get the sofa through neither the back
door nor the front door, and Uncle Waldo strained his back trying
to loosen the sofa from the door frame.

8. On the second load, either Fred or my father lost his grip, and the
refrigerator fell on Dad’s foot.

9. By the end of the day, all of us were tired and sore, but we had
moved everything ourselves.

10. Whether we saved money or not after paying both Uncle Waldo’s
and Dad’s medical bills and having the doorway widened is some-
thing we still joke about in our family.

The Interjection
1h. An interjection is a word that expresses emotion. An inter-
jection has no grammatical relation to the rest of the sentence.

Since an interjection is not grammatically related to other words in
the sentence, it is set off from the rest of the sentence by an exclama-
tion point or by a comma or commas.

ah hurrah uh-oh wow

aha oh well yahoo

boy-oh-boy oops whew yikes

hey ouch whoa yippee

The Interjection 79

1
h

Identify and use interjec-
tions. (page 78): Identify
and use correlative 
conjunctions.
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The Interjection 79

The Interjection
Rule 1h (pp. 79–80)

O B J E C T I V E

■ To use interjections in sentences
and to select correct punctuation
for interjections

The Interjection
Practice
■ Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics, p. 23

R E S O U R C E SR E S O U R C E S
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