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5. Other important skills are being quiet and keeping your aim 
very steady.

6. In photography, you must also consider choosing the correct film.
7. Photographers often like taking pictures of.animals feeding near

ponds and rivers.
8. Setting up a tripod and camera in underbrush nearby is a way to

be ready when the animals come.
9. Advance preparation often makes the difference between getting

good pictures and getting great ones.
10. Your patience and skill are rewarded when you “capture” a wild

creature without killing it.

Identifying and Classifying Gerunds
and Gerund Phrases

Identify the gerunds or gerund phrases in the following sentences.
Then, tell how each is used: as a subject, a predicate nominative, a 
direct object, or an object of a preposition.

EXAMPLE 1. Drawing a good caricature is hard to do.

1. Drawing a good caricature—subject

1. A caricature is a picture, usually of a person, that draws attention
to key features by emphasizing them.

2. Usually, caricature artists enjoy poking fun at famous people.
3. Looking at caricatures is an entertaining way to capture the “feel”

of a historical period.
4. No one looking at this sketch of Teddy Roosevelt can help smiling.
5. The artist began by simplifying the shape of.his subject’s head.
6. Then he started outlining the temples and round cheeks with bold

strokes of.his pen.
7. As you probably realize, magnifying reality is very important to

good caricature.
8. By enlarging Roosevelt’s engaging grin and bristly mustache, the

artist emphasizes these features and suggests Roosevelt’s energetic,
outgoing personality.

9. The artist also uses his subject’s narrowed eyes and oval glasses for
comic effect by drawing them closer together than they really were.

10. Exaggerating Roosevelt’s features has resulted in an amusing but
unmistakable likeness.

Review E

5. p.n./p.n. 6. d.o.

7. d.o.

8. subj.

9. o.p./o.p.

10. o.p.

1. o.p.
2. d.o.

3. subj. 4. d.o.

5. o.p.6. d.o.

7. subj.

8. o.p. 9. o.p.

10. subj.
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ADVANCED LEARNERS
You may give advanced students 
revision practice by asking them to
rewrite a sentence in two ways, once
with a present participle and once
with a gerund.

Here are two sentences you 
might use:

1. Dad is preparing tonight’s dinner. 

[Possible revisions: We could hear
Dad preparing tonight’s dinner.
(Part.) Preparing tonight’s dinner
was Dad’s idea. (Ger.)]

2. His first priority is to prepare for
final exams.

[Possible revisions: Preparing for
final exams, he saw grades as his
first priority. (Part.) Preparing for
final exams is his first priority. (Ger.)]

Challenge students to show their
flexibility with language by finding
and rewriting other sentences.
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