
120 The PhraseChapter 3

An adverb phrase may modify an adjective or an adverb.

EXAMPLES Melissa is good at tennis but better at volleyball. [The 
adverb phrase at tennis modifies the adjective good. The 
adverb phrase at volleyball modifies the adjective better.]

Is the water warm enough for swimming? [The adverb 
phrase for swimming modifies the adverb enough.]

Adjective phrases almost always follow the words they modify, but
an adverb phrase may appear at various places in a sentence.

EXAMPLES Before noon the race started.

The race started before noon.

Like adjective phrases, more than one adverb phrase may modify
the same word.

EXAMPLE During summers, my older sister works at the museum.
[The adverb phrases During summers and at the museum
both modify the verb works. The first phrase tells when my
sister works; the second phrase tells where she works.]

Identifying Adverb Phrases

Identify the adverb phrases in the following sentences, and give the
word or words each phrase modifies.

EXAMPLE 1. The concept of time has inspired many figures of speech
over the years.

1. over the years—has inspired

1. We use time expressions in everyday speech.
2. In conversation, you may have heard the expression “time out of

mind,” which means “long ago.”
3. When you fall in love, you may feel that “time stands still.”
4. Is twenty minutes too long for a “time-out”?
5. If something happens “in no time,” it happens very fast.
6. Have you ever noticed that “time flies” when you are chatting with

your friends?
7. However, if you are sitting in a waiting room, “time drags.”
8. Are you keeping someone’s secret “until the end of.time”?
9. Do people stop you on the street to ask if you “have the time”?

10. In the meantime, “time marches on” under the.steady gaze of
“Father Time.”

Exercise 3

Be sure to place phrases
carefully so that they
express the meaning you
intend.

EXAMPLES
The conductor compli-
mented Lia’s performance
after the concert. [Did Lia
perform after the concert
was over?]

After the concert, the
conductor complimented
Lia’s performance. [The
compliment was made
after the concert.]

H E L P

Some sentences
in Exercise 3 contain more
than one phrase.
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Crossing the Curriculum

Art. After students complete Exercise 3,
ask them to select one of the adverb
phrases from the exercise and create an
artwork that illustrates the meaning of
the sentence. Encourage students to be
as creative as possible, and remind
them that representing the relationship
indicated by the adverb phrase is more
important than the quality of their
drawings. You can point out that even
stick figures can communicate the
meaning of an adverb phrase.

Students who are comfortable with
computer graphics programs could
create their illustrations on comput-
ers and could show others how to 
do so.
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