
Focus Questions                Name:                                                      Date:   

? Paragraph  Question Response (In complete sentences) 

1. 
 
 

1 Why does King use the word 
“fellow” ? 

 

2. 

2 Why does King begin his 
response by addressing the 
claim that he is not an  
“outsider”? 

 

3. 

4 How does paragraph 4 
support the ideas presented 
in paragraph 2? 

 

4. 

5 Why would King express his 
apology in this way? 

 

5. 

5 How does this approach 
emphasize what King 
believes is the real problem 
to address? 

 

6. 

5 What is the purpose of the 
last sentence in paragraph 
5? 

 

7. 

6 What new information is 
introduced in paragraph 6? 
Why does he include this 
paragraph? 
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8. 

7 What idea is King trying to 
convey with 
this example? 

 

9. 

8 How does paragraph 8 
demonstrate King’s 
perspective on protesting? 

 

10. 

9 How does the inclusion of 
paragraph 9 help King’s 
response to the protests 
being “untimely and 
unwise”? 

 

11. 

10 How does King develop the 
idea that tension is a 
requirement for change? 

 

12. 

10 How does this relate to the 
criticism that the protests 
are “untimely and unwise”? 

 

13. 

11 How does the inclusion of 
the phrase 
"monologue rather than 
dialogue" 
strengthen his over all 
message? 

 

 

ACE Paragraph 

Write an ACE paragraph to the following question. ACE = answer, cite, explain. 

Based on the information presented in paragraphs 1-11, what is King’s message to the 
eight white clergyman? How does King present and develop this message throughout 
his letter? 


